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BEFORE THE VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL BOARD

APPLICANT: BUCHANAN PRODUCTION COMPANY

VIRGINIA GAS
AND OIL BOARD

RELIEF SOUGHT! POOLING OF INTERESTS IN
DRILLING UNIT NO. V-18
LOCATED IN THE OAKWOOD

COALBED METHANE GAS FIELDS
I AND II PURSUANT TO VA.
CODE ANN. $ 45.1-361.22,
FOR THE PRODUCTION OF
OCCLUDED NATURAL GAS PRODUCED

FROM COALBEDS AND ROCK STRATA
ASSOCIATED THEREWITH
FROM FRAC WELLS~ SHORT HOLES/
UNSEALED GOB, AND ANY

ADDITIONAL WELLS THAT MAY

BE AUTHORIZED PURSUANT TO
VA. CODE ANN. 5 45.1-361.20
{herein collectively referred
to as "Coalbed Methane Gas"
or "Gas")

DOCKET NO.
96-1016-0556

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

DRILLING UNIT NUMBER V-18
{Hereafter "Subject Drilling Unit" )
IN THE OAKWOOD COALBED METHANE GAS
FIELDS I AND II
HURRICANE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT,
KEEN MOUNTAIN QUADRANGLE

BUCHANAN COUNTY, VIRGINIA
{the "Subject Lands" are more
particularly described on Exhibit
"A", attached hereto and made a
part hereof)

REPORT OF THE BOARD

FINDINGS AND ORDER

1. Hearing Date and Place: This matter
Virginia Gas and Oil Board {hereafter "Board" ) at
Breaks Interstate Park, Breaks, Virginia.

came on for hearing before the
1:00 p.m. on October 15, 1996,

2. Appearances: Mark A. Swartz of Kay, Casto, Chancy, Love and Wise,
appeared for the Applicant; Sandra B. Riggs was present to advise to Board.

3. Jurisdiction and Notice: Pursuant to Va. Code Ann. 55 45.1-361.1 ~
the Board finds that it has jurisdiction over the subject matter. Based



upon the evidence presented by Applicant, the Board also finds that the Applicant
has (1) exercised due diligence in conducting a search of the reasonably
available sources to determine the identity and whereabouts of gas and oil
owners, coal owners, mineral owners and/or potential owners, i.e. , persons
identified by Applicant as having ("Owner" ) or claiming {"Claimant") the rights
to Coalbed Methane Gas in all coal seams below the Tiller Seam (hereafter
"Subject Formation"} in Subject Drilling Unit underlying and comprised of Subject
Lands; (2) has given notice to all such parties (hereafter sometimes "person(s)"
whether referring to individuals, corporations, partnerships, associations,
companies, businesses, trusts, joint ventures or other legal entities) entitled
by Va. Code Ann. $$ 45.1-361.19 and 45.1-361.22, to notice of this Application;
and (3} that the persons set forth in Exhibit B-3 hereto are persons identified
by Applicant through its due diligence who may be Ownexs or Claimants of Coalbed
Methane Gas interests in Subject Formation, in Subject Drilling Unit underlying
and comprised ok Subject Lands, who have not heretofore agreed to lease or sell
to the Applicant and/or voluntarily pool their Gas interests. Conflicting Gas
Owners/Claimants in Subject Drilling Unit are listed on Exhibit E. Further, the
Board has caused notice of this hearing to be published as required by Va. Code
Ann. $ 45.1-361.19.B. Whereupon, the Board hereby finds that the notices given
herein satisfy all statutory requirements, Board rule requirements and the
minimum standards of state due process.

4. Amendments: None.

5. Dismissals: None.

6. Relief Reouested: Applicant requests (1) that pursuant to Va. Code
Ann. $ 45.1-361.22, including the applicable portions of Va. Code Ann. $ 45.1-
361.21, the Board pool all the rights, interests and estates in and to the Gas
in Subject, Drilling Unit, including the pooling of the interests of the known and
unknown persons named in Exhibit B-3 hereto and that of their known and unknown
heirs, executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, assigns and successors,
both immediate and remote, for the drilling and operation, including production,
of Coalbed Methane Gas, produced from the Subject Drilling Unit established for
the Subject Formation underlying and comprised of the Subject Lands, (hereafter
sometimes collectively identified and referred to as "well development and/or
operation in the Subject Drilling Unit" ), and {2) that the Board designate CONSOL
Inc. as Unit Operator.

7. Relief Granted: The requested relief in this cause be and hereby is
granted: (1} Pursuant to Va. Code Ann. $ 45.1-361.21.C.3, CONSOL Inc. (hereafter
"Unit Operator" ) is designated as the Unit Operator authorized to drill and
operate two (2} Coalbed Methane wells in the Subject Drilling Unit, subject to:
the permit provisions contained in Va. Code Ann. $ 45.1-361.27 ~ ~.; to the
Oakwood Coalbed Methane Gas Field I Order OGCB 3-90, dated May 18, 1990; to the
Oakwood Coalbed Gas Field II Board's Order 91-1119-0162 effective as of December
17, 1992, to 5 480-05-22. 1 ~ gag. , Gas and Oil Regulations; and to $$ 480-05-
22.2 ~ gag. , Virginia Gas and Oil Board Regulations, all as amended from time
to time, and (2) all the interests and estates in and to the Gas in Subject
Drilling Unit, including that of the known and unknown persons listed on Exhibit
B-3, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and their known and unknown heirs,
executors, administrators, devisees, trustees, assigns and successors, both



immediate and remote, be and hereby are pooled in the Subject Formation in the
Subject Drilling Unit underlying and comprised of the Subject Lands.

Subject
Format ion Unit Size

Permitted
Well Lacat lan t s &

Field and
Mell Classification

Order
Number

All coalheds Approximately
and coal 80-acre square
seams below drilling unit,
the Tiller
seam, in-
cluding, but
not limited
to Upper
Seaboard,
Greasy Creek,
Middle Sea-
board, Lower
Seaboard, Upper,
Horsepen, Middle
Horsepen, War
Creek, Lower
Horsepen,
Pocahontas Nos.

Si
4, 3, 2 and variaus
unnamed seams and
associated rock
strata

Two (2)
well bores

to be
located in

Unit V-18
at the loca-
tions depicted

on Exhibit A.
Approximate
Depth of wells
is 2, 000 feet.

Oakwood Coalbed
Gas Field I

and Oakwood Caal-
bed Methane Gas
Field II for
Coalhed Methane
Gas including
Frac Well Gas,
as well as Un-
sealed Gob Gas,
Short. Hole Gas,
and Gas fram
any Additional
Well

OGCB 3-90~
as amended,

(herein
"Oakwood
I Field
Rules" )
and VGOB
Na.

91-1119-0162
as amended
(herein

"Oakwood II
Field
Rules" )

For the Subject Drilling Unit
underlying and camprised of the Subject

Land referred to as:

Unit Number V-18
Buchanan County, Virginia

Pursuant to the Oakwcxd II Field Rules, the Board has adopted the following
method for the calculation of production and revenue and allocation of allowable
costs for short hole and unsealed gob production of Coalbed Methane Gas dependent
upon the particular long wall mining plan applicable to each 80-acre drilling
unit.

The designated operator of any 80-acre drilling unit or units within
the boundaries of which any long wall panel which has been isolated by the
driving of entries is located and from which Unsealed Gob Gas, Short Hole
Gas or Gas from any Well authorized by the Code of Virginia is produced,
shall calculate production and revenue based upon the mine plan as
implemented within each affected 80-acre drilling unit and in particular,
based upon the mineral acreage, as platted upon the surface, in each 80-
acre drilling unit actually contained within a long wall panel as depicted
by said mine plan. Except as otherwise provided herein, a copy of the



pertinent portion of the mine plan being utilized to calculate production,
revenue and costs from any affected 80-acre drilling unit shall be filed
of record with the Board prior to the payment of any revenue based upon
such calculations. The formula or division of' interest for production
from any 80-acre drilling unit affected by a long wall panel and from any
separately owned tract in any such 80-acre unit shall be calculated as
follows:

7.1. For Short. Hole Gas — The amount of production produced from
and attributed to each 80-acre drilling unit shall be the
ratio (expressed as a percentage) that. the amount of mineral
acreage, when platted on the surface, which is both in the
affected unit and the long wall panel, bears to the total
mineral acreage, when platted on the surface, contained within
the entire long wall panel affecting such 80-acre drilling
unit.

7.2. For Unsealed Gob Gas —The amount of production produced from
and attributed to each 80-acre drilling unit shall be the
ratio (expressed as a percentage) that. the amount of mineral
acreage, when platted on the surface, which is both in the
affected unit and the long wall panel, bears to the total
mineral acreage, when platted on the surface, contained within
the entire long wall panel affecting such 80-acre drilling
unit.

7.3. I . For Gas from Anv Well Located in a Lona Wall Panel.
After actual commencement of coal mining operations by the
driving of entries and completion of isolation of a long wall
panel, the amount of Gas produced from such a well and
attributed to each 80-acre drilling unit shall be the ratio
(expressed as a percentage) that the amount of mineral
acreage, when platted on the surface„ which is both in the
affected 80-acre drilling unit and the isolated long wall
panel, bears to the total mineral acreage, when platted on the
surface, contained within the entire long wall panel affecting
such 80-acre drilling unit.

ii. For Frac Well Gas. - —Prior to the actual coemencement of
coal mining operations by the driving of entries and
completion of isolation of a long wall panel, Gas from any
well located in a proposed long wall panel shall be produced
from and allocated to only the 80-acre drilling unit in which
the well is located according to the undivided interests of
each Owner/Claimant within the unit, which undivided interest
shall be the ratio (expressed as a percentage) that the amount
of mineral acreage within each separate tract that is within
the Subject Drilling Unit, when platted on the surface, bears
to the total mineral acreage, when platted on the surface,
contained within the entire 80-acre drilling unit in the
manner set forth in the Oakwood I Field Rules.
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8. Election and Election Period: In the event, any Gas Owner or Claimant
named in Exhibit B-3 hereto does not reach, a voluntary agreement to share in the
operation of the wells to be located in the Subject, Drilling Unit. at a rate of
payment mutually agreed to by said Gas Owner or Claimant and the Applicant or
Operator, then such person named may elect one of the options set forth in
Paragraph 9 below and must give written notice of his election of the option
selected under Paragraph 9 to the designated Unit Operator at, the address shown
below within thirty (30) days from the date this Order is recorded in the county
above named. A timely election shall be deemed to have been made if, on or
before the last day of said 30-day period, such electing person has delivered his
written election to the designated Unit Operator at the address shown below or
has duly postmarked and placed its written election in first class United States
mail, postage prepaid, addressed to the Unit Operator at the address shown below.

9. Election Options:

9.1 Option 1 - To Participate In The Development and Operation of the
Dri.lli.ng Unit: Any Gas Owner or Claimant named in Exhi.bit B-3 who
does not reach a voluntary agreement with the Applicant or Operator
may elect to participate in the development and operation of the
Subject Drilling Unit (hereafter "Participating Operator" ) by
agreeing to pay the estimate of such Participating Operator's
proportionate part of the actual and reasonable costs of the
development, contemplated by this Order for frac well gas, short hole
gas, unsealed gob gas and gas from any increased density well under
Oakwood II, including a reasonable supervision fee, of the well
development and operation in the Subject Drilling Unit, as more
particularly set forth in Uirginia Gas and Oil Board Regulation UR
480-05-22.2, Section 10 (herein "Allocable„ Completed for Production
Costs" ). Further, a Participating Operator agrees to pay the
estimate of such Participating Operator's proportionate part of the
Allocable, Completed-for-Production Costs as set forth below to the
Unit Operator within forty-five (45) days from the later of the date
of mailing or the date of recording of this Order. The estimated
Allocable, Completed-for-Production Panel Costs for the Subject
Drilling Unit are as follows:

Allocable, Completed-for-Production Panel Costs:

Panel 3 East
Panel 4 East

$ 79,970.70
77.420. 15

Total $157,390.85

A Participating Operator's proportionate cost hereunder shall be the
total of the results obtained by multiplying the Participating
Operators' "Division of Interest" in each panel located within
Subject Drilling Unit as set forth in the fourth and fifth columns,
respectively, of Exhibit B-3, times that panel's Allocable
Completed-for-Production Panel Cost set forth above. Provided,
however, that in the event, a Participating Operator elects to
participate and fails or refuses to pay the estimate of his
proportionate part of the Allocable, Completed-for Production Panel



Costs as set forth above, all within the time set forth herein and
in the manner prescribed in Paragraph 8 of this Ordex, then such
Participating Operatoz shall be deemed to have elected not to
participate and to have elected compensation in lieu of
participation pursuant to Paragraph 9.2 herein.

9.2 Ootion 2 — To Receive A Cash Bdnus Consideration: In lieu of
participating in the development and operation of Subject Drilling
Unit under Paragraph 9.1 above, any Gas Owner or Claimant named in
Exhibit B-3 hereto who does not reach a voluntary agzeement with the
Applicant or Qperator may elect to accept a cash bonus consideration
of $1.00 per net mineral acre owned by such person, commencing upon
entry of this Order and continuing annually until commencement of
production from Subject Drilling Unit, and thex'eafter a royalty of
1/8th of 8/Sths [twelve and one-half percent (12.5%)] of the net
proceeds received by the Unit Operator for the sale of the Coalbed
Methane Gas produced fxom any well development covered by this Order
multiplied by that person's Division of Interest or proportional
share of said production (for purposes of this Order, net proceeds
shall be actual proceeds received less all post-production costs
incurred downstream of the wellhead, including, but not limited to,
all gathering, compression, treating, transportation and marketing
costs, whether performed by Unit Qpezator or a third person) as
fair, reasonable and equitable compensation to be paid to said Gas
owner or claimant. The initial cash bonus shall become due and
owing when so elected and shall be tendered, paid or escrowed within
sixty (60) days of recording of this Order. Thereafter, annual cash
bonuses, if any, shall become due and owing on each anniversary of
the date of recording of this order in the event production from
Subject Drilling Unit has not theretofore commenced, and once due,
shall be tendered, paid or escrowed within sixty (60) days of said
anniversary date. Once the initial cash bonus and the annual cash
bonuses, if any, are so paid or escrowed, subject to a final legal
determination of ownership, said payment(s) shall be satisfaction in
full for the right, interests, and claims of such electing person in
and to the Gas produced from Subject Formation in the Subject Lands,
except, however, for the 1/8th royalties due hereunder.

Subject to a final legal determination of ownership, the election
made under this Paragraph 9.2, when so made, shall be satisfaction
in full for the right, interests, and claims of such electing person
in any well development and operation covered hereby and such
electing person shall be deemed to and hereby does lease and assign,
its right, interests, and claims in and to the Gas produced from
Subject. Formation in the Subject Drilling Unit to the Applicant.

9.3. Option 3 — To Share In The Development And Operation As A Non-
Particiaatina Person Qn A Carried Basis And To Receive Consideration
In Lieu Of Cashs In lieu of participating in the development and
operation of Subject Drilling Unit under Paragraph 9.1 above and in
lieu of receiving a cash bonus consideration under Paragraph 9.2
above, any Gas Owner or Claimant named in Exhibit 8-3 hereto who
does not reach a voluntary agreement with the Applicant or Operator
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may elect to share in the development and operation of Sub ject
Drilling Unit, on a carried basis (as a "Carried Mell Operator" ] so
that the proportionate part of the Completed-for-Production Costs
hereby allocable to such Carried Well Operator's interest is charged
against. such Carried Well Operator's share of production from
Subject Drilling Unit. Such Carried Well Operator's rights„
interests, and claims in and to the Gas in Subject Drilling Unit
shall be deemed and hereby are assigned to the Applicant until the
proceeds from the sale of such Carried Mell Operator's share of
production from Subject, Drilling Unit (exclusive of any royalty,
excess or overriding royalty, or other non-operating or non cost-
bearing burden reserved in any lease, assignment thereof or
agreement relating thereto covering such interest) equals three
hundred percent. (300%) for a leased interest or two hundred percent.
(200%) foz an unleased interest (whichevez is applicable) of such
Carried Well Operatoz's share of the Completed-for-Production Costs
allocable to the interest of such Carried Well Operator. When the
Applicant recoups and recovers from such Carried Well Operator's
assigned interest the amounts provided for above, then, the assigned
interest. of such Carried Well Operator shall automatically revert
back to such Carried Well Operator, and from and after such
reversion, such Carried Well Operator shall be treated as if it had
participated initially under Pazagraph 9.1 above' and thereafter,
such participating person shall be charged with and shall pay his
proportionate part of all further costs of such well development.

Subject to a final legal determination of ownership, the election
made undez this Paragraph 9.3, when so made, shall be satisfaction
in full for the rights, interests, and claims of such electing
person in any well development and operation covered hereby and such
electing person shall be deemed to have and hereby does assign its
rights, interests, and claims in and to the Gas produced from
Subject Formation in the Subject Drilling Unit to the Applicant for
the period of time during which its interest is carried as above
provided prior to its reversion back to such electing person.

10. Failure to Pzoperlv Elect: In the event a person named in Exhibit
B-3 hereto does not reach a voluntary agreement with the Applicant or Operator
and fails to elect within the time, in the manner and in accordance with the
terms of this Order, one of the alternatives set forth in Paragraph 9 above for
which his interest qualifies, then such person shall be deemed to have elected
not to participate in the proposed development and operation of Subject Drilling
Unit and shall be deemed, subject to a final legal determination or ownership,to have elected to accept. as satisfaction in full for such person's right,interests, and claims in and to the Gas the consideration provided in Paragraph9.2 above for which its interest qualifies and shall be deemed to have leased
and/or assigned his right, interests, and claims in and to the Gas produced from
Subject Formation in the Subject Drilling Unit to the Applicant. Persons whofail to properly elect shall be deemed, subject to a final legal determination
of ownership, to have accepted the compensation and terms set forth herein at
Paragraph 9.2 in satisfaction in full for the right, interests, and claims of
such person in and to the Gas produced from the Subject Formation underlying
Subject Lands.



11. Default Bv Particinating Person: In the event a person named in
Exhibit B-3 elects to participate under Paragraph 9.1, but fails or refuses to
pay, to secure the payment or to make an arrangement with the Unit Operator for
the payment of such person's proportionate part of the Allocable, Completed-for-
Production Panel Cost as set. forth herein, all within the time and in the manner
as prescribed in this Order, then such person shall be deemed to have withdrawn
his election to participate and shall be deemed to have elected to accept as
satisfaction in full for such person's right, interest, and claims in and to the
Gas the consideration provided in Paragraph 9.2 above fax which his interest
qualifies depending on the excess burdens attached to such interest. Whereupon,
any cash bonus consideration due as a result of such deemed election shall be
tendered, paid or escrowed by Unit Operator within sixty (60) days after the last
day on which such defaulting person under this Order should have paid his
proportionate part of such cast or should have made satisfactory arrangements for
the payment thereof. When such cash bonus consideration is paid or escrowed, it
shall be satisfaction in full for the right, interests, and claims of such person
in and to the Gas underlying Subject Drilling Unit in the Subject Lands covered
hereby, except, however, for any royalties which would become due pursuant to
Paragraph 9.2 hereof.

12. Assianment of Interest: In the event a person named in Exhibit B-3
is unable to reach a voluntary agreement to share in the operation of the wells
contemplated by this Order at a rate of payment agreed to mutually by said
Potential Gas Owner and the Applicant or Operator, and such person elects or
fails to elect to do other than participate under Paragraph 9.1 above in the
development and operation of the wells in Subject Formations in Subject Drilling
Unit, then subject to a final legal determination of ownership, such person shall
be deemed to have and shall have assigned unto Applicant such person's right,
interests, and claims in and to said wells, in Subject Formation in Subject
Drilling Unit, and other share in production to which such person may be entitled
by reason of any election or deemed election hereunder in accordance with the
provisions of this Order governing said election.

13. Unit Operator (or Ooerator'): CONSOL Inc. , be and hereby is
designated as Unit Operator authorised to drill and operate the wells in Subject
Formation in Subject Drilling Unit, all subject to the permit provisions
contained in Va. Code Ann. $$ 45.1-361.27 + sea. ; $$ 480-05-22. 1 + gag. , Gas
and Oil Regulationsy $$ 480-05-22. 2 + @gal. , Virginia Gas and Oil Board
Regulatiansg the Oakwood Coalbed Gas Field I Order OGCB 3-90 and the Oakwood
Coalbed Methane Gas Field II Order VGOB 91-1119-0162, all as amended from time
to time, and all elections required by this Order shall be communicated to Unit
Operator in writing at the address shown below:

CONSOL Inc.
P. O. Box 947
Bluefield, VA 24605
Phone: (540) 326-6000
Fax: (540) 988-1055
Attn' Leslie K. Arrington

14. Commencement of Operations: Unit. Operator shall commence or cause
to commence operations for the drilling of the well(s) within the Subject
Drilling Unit and/or the well(s) outside the Subject Drilling Unit but from which
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production is allocated to the Subject. Drilling Unit within three hundred and
sixty-five (365) days from the date of this Order and shall prosecute the same
with due diligence. If Unit Operator shall not have so commenced and/or
prosecuted, then this Order shall terminate, except for any cash sums then
payable hereunder; otherwise, unless sooner terminated by Order of the Board,
this Order shall expire at 12:00 P.N. on the date on which all wells covered by
this Order and/or all wells from which production is allocated to the Subject
Drilling Unit are permanently abandoned and plugged. However, in the event an
appeal is taken from this Order, then the time between the filing of the petition
for appeal and the final Order of the Circuit Court shall be excluded in
calculating the one year period referred herein.

Upon completion of any well whose costs comprise part of the
Estimated Completed-for-Production Costs set forth in Paragraph 9.1 above, and
within ninety (90) days after production into the pipeline is obtained and
restoration of the location is completed, the Operator shall file with the Board
a revised exhibit reflecting the actual, Completed-for-Production Costs for the
subject Drilling Unit.

15. Operator's Lien: Unit Operator, in addition to the other rights
afforded hereunder, shall have a lien and a right of set off on the gas estates,
rights, and interests owned by any person subject hereto who elects to
participate under Paragraph 9.1 in the Subject Drilling Unit to the extent that
costs incurred in the drilling or operation on the Subject Drilling Unit are
chargeable against such person's interest. Such liens and right of set off shall
be separable as to each separate person and shall remain liens until the Unit
Operator drilling or operating any well covered hereby has been paid the full
amounts due under the terms of this Order.

16. Escrow Provisions:

By this Order, the Board instructs the Escrow Agent named herein or
any successor named by the Board to establish an interest-bearing escrow account,
(herein "the Escrow Account" ) to receive and account to the Board pursuant to its
agreement for the escrowed funds hereafter described:

Tasewell National Bank
Trust Department
c/o Premier Bankshares Corporation
29 College Drive, P. O. Box 1199
Bluefield, UA 24605-1199
Telephone: (540) 322-2242
Fax' (540) 322-2766

16.1. Escrow Provisions For Unknown or Unlocatable Persons: If any
payment of bonus, royalty payment or other payment due and owing
under this Order cannot be made because the person entitled thereto
cannot. be located or is unknown, then such cash bonus, royalty
payment, or other payment shall not be commingled with any funds of
the Unit Operator and shall, pursuant to Va. Code Ann. Q 45.1-
361.21.D, and said sums shall be deposited by the Operator into the
Escrow Account, commencing within sixty (60) days of recording of
this Order, and continuing thereafter on a monthly basis with each



deposit to be made, by use of a report format approved by the
Inspector, by a date which is no later than sixty (60) days after
the last, day of the month being reported and/or for which funds are
being deposited. Such funds shall be held for the exclusive use of,
and sole benefit of the person entitled thereto until such funds can
be paid to such person(s) or until the Escrow Agent relinquishes
such funds as required by law or pursuant to Order of the Board in
accordance with Va. Code Ann. $ 45.1-361.21.D.

E'scrow Provisions For Conflicting Claimants: If any payment of
bonus, royalty payment of other payment due and owing under this
Order cannot be made because the person entitled thereto cannot be
made certain due to conflicting claims of ownership and/or a defect
or cloud on the title, then such cash bonus, royalty payment or
other payment, together with Participating Operator's Proportionate
Costs paid to Operator pursuant. to Paragraph 9.1 hereof, if any,
(1) shall not be commingled with any funds of the Unit Operatori and
(2) shall, pursuant to Va. Code Ann. SS 45.1-361.22.A. 2, 45.1-
361.22.A. 3 and 45.1-361.22.A. 4, be deposited by the Operator into
the Escrow Account within sixty (60) days of recording of this
Order, and continuing thereafter on a monthly basis with each
deposit to be made, by use of a report format approved by the
Inspector, by a date which is no later than sixty (60) days after
the last day of the month being reported and/or for which funds are
subject to deposit. Such funds shall be held for the exclusive use
of, and sole benefit of, the person entitled thereto until such
funds can be paid to such person(s) or until the Escrow Agent
relinquishes such funds as required by law or pursuant to Order of
the Board.

Soecial Findings: The Board specifically and specially finds:

Applicant is a Virginia general partnership comprised of Appalachian
Operators, Inc. , and Appalachian Methane, Inc. , who are indirect
wholly owned subsidiaries of MCN Corporation. Applicant is duly
authorized and qualified to transact business in the Commonwealth of
Virginia;

CONSOL Inc. has accepted Applicant's delegation of authority to
explore, develop and maintain the properties and assets of Applicant
now owned or hereafter acquired, has agreed to explore, develop and
maintain the properties and assets of Applicant, and has consented
to serve as coalbed methane gas wells Unit Operator for Subject
Drilling Unit and to faithfully discharge the duties imposed upon it
as Unit Operator by statute and regulation, all as evidenced by the
Exhibits 4, 5 and 6;

CONSOL Inc. is a Delaware corporation duly authorized to transact
business in the Commonwealth of Virginia and is an operator in the
Commonwealth of Virginia and has satisfied the Board's requirements
for operations in Virginia;

10
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17.4 Applicant, Buchanan Production Company, claims ownership of gas
leases, coalbed methane gas leases, and/or coal leases representing
15.75421 percent of the oil and gas interest and 100 percent of the
coal interest in Subject Drilling Unit, and applicant claims the
right to explore for, develop and produce Coalbed Methane Gas from
coal seams below the Tiller seam in Unit Number V-18 in Buchanan
County, Virginia, which Subject Lands are more particularly
described in Exhibit "A";

17.5 Applicant has proposed the drilling of two (2) wells on the Subject
Drilling Unit to develop the pool of Gas in Subject Formations;

17 6 Subject Drilling Unit is located in the VPS Mine's 3 East. Longwall
Panel and 4 East Longwall Panel, as depicted on Exhibit G hereto;

17 ' 7 The estimated total production from Subject Drilling Unit is 125 to
550 MMCF. The estimated amount of reserves from the Subject
Drilling Unit is 125 to 550 MMCF;

17.8 Respondents are listed on Exhibit B-3. Conflicting Owners/Claimants
are listed on Exhibit E. Set forth in Exhibit B-3 is the name and
last known address of each Owner or Claimant identified by the
Applicant as having or claiming an interest in the Coalbed Methane
Gas in Subject Formation in Subject Drilling Unit underlying and
comprised of Subject Lands, who has not, in writing, leased to the
Applicant or the Unit Operator or agreed to voluntarily pool his
interests in Subject Drilling Unit for its development. The
interests of the Respondents listed in Exhibit, B-3 comprise 84 ' 24579
percent of the oil and gas interests and 00.00 percent of the coal
interests in Subject Drilling Unit;

17.9 Applicant's evidence established that the fair, reasonable and
equitable compensation to be paid to any person in lieu of the right
to participate in any well covered hereby are those options provided
in Paragraph 9 above;

17.10 The Board has not heretofore entered an Order pooling any interests
for Subject Drilling Unit;

17.11 The relief requested and granted is just and reasonable, is
supported by substantial evidence and will afford each person listed
and named in Exhibit B-3 hereto the opportunity to recover or
receive, without unnecessary expense, such person's just and fair
share of the production from Subject Drilling Unit. The granting of
the Application and relief requested therein will ensure to the
extent possible the greatest ultimate recovery of coalbed methane
gas, prevent or assist in preventing the various types of waste
prohibited by statute and protect or assist in protecting the
correlative rights of all persons in the subject common sources of
supply in the Subject Lands. Therefore, the Board is entering an
Order granting the relief herein set forth.

11
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18. Mailing Of Order And Filina Of Affidavit: Applicant or its Attorney

shall file an affidavit with the Secretary of the Board within sixty (60) days
after the date of recording of this Order stating that a true and correct copy
of said Order was mailed within seven (7) days from the date of its receipt to
each Respondent named in Exhibit B-3 pooled by this Order and whose address is
known.

19. Availability of Unit Records: The Director shall provide all persons
not subject to a lease with reasonable access to all records for Subject Drilling
Unit which are submitted by the Unit Operator to said Director and/or his
Inspector(s).

20. Conclusion: Therefore, the recpested relief and all terms and
provisions set forth above be and hereby are granted and IT IS SO ORDERED.

21. Anaeals: Appeals of this Order are governed by the provisions of Va.
Code Ann. $ 45.1-361.9 which provides that any order or decision of the Board may
be appealed to the appropriate circuit court. Such appeals must be taken in the
manner prescribed in the Administrative Process Act, Va. Code Ann. $ 9-6.14:1+
ging o

22.
execution.

Effective Date: This Order shall be effective on the date of its

1997, by a majority

1997, by

Virginia Gas and Oil Board

DONE AND EXECUTED this ~S day of
of the Virginia Gas and Oil Board.

Chairman, Anny R. +ampler

DONE AND PERFORMED this ~ day of
Order of this Board. ('J

B on Thomas Fulm+
incipal Executjhe To The Staff

STATE OF VIRGINIA )
COUNTY OF WISE )

Acknowledged on this UB day of 1997,
personally before me a notary public in and gr the Commoxkealth of Virginia,
appeared Benny Wampler, being duly sworn did depose and say that he is Chairman
of the Virginia Gas and Oil Board, that he executed the same and was authorized
to do so.

Susan G. Garrett
Notary Public

My commission expires 7/31/98
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STATE OF VIRGINIA )
COUNTy OF WISE )

hoknowlsddsd on this A dsy of 1997,
personally before me a notary public in and f the Commonwealth of Virginia,
appeared Byron Thomas Fulmer, being duly swo did depose and say that he is
Principal Executive to the Staff f th Virginia Gas and Oil Board, that he
executed the same and was authoris so

F

Diane J. Davisp
Notary Public

My commission expires 7f31/97
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EXHIBIT A

OAKWOOD F IELD UNIT V18
FORCE POOLING

VGOB-9SiIaiI5-05S6

CONSOL INC.,ompany

BUCHANAN

:lract No.
County

This plat is a new p l at

Form DGO —GO-7
Rev, 9/91

WELL LOCATlON PLAT

Well Name and NuNumb
Quadralevation
Scale:

E
1District

xxx; an updated plat

License 6 Prafessianai Engineer
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CONSOL Inc.
Traot Identifioations

Oakwood afield Unit V-18
VQOB 04/10/15-0554

1. Surface, Oil & Gas
Coal

Oil S Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Dianna Graham
Big Axe Tr. 5
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

1 = 29.8586 Acres — 37.32324 of Unit

2A. Surface, Oil 0 Gas
Coal

Oil S Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Ira Gordon Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 5
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

2A ~ 5.4283 Acres — 6.78544 of Unit

2B. Surface, Oil 0 Gas
Coal

Oil 4 Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Ira Gordon Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 5
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

2B ~ 0.1783 Acres — 0.22284 of Unit
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CONSOL Zac.
Tract Z4entifications

Oakvoo4 tie14 Unit V-18
VNS 9C/10/1$ 0554

2C. Surface, Oil 4 Gas
Coal

Oil 4 Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Ira Gordon Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 5
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

2C 0.2742 Acres - 0.34284 of Unit

3. Surface, Oil 4 Gas
Coal

Oil 4 Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Connie Sue Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 5
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Jewell Saokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

3 28.05772 Acres — 35.072154 of Unit

4. Coal

Oil 4 Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbe4 Methane Lessee —-

Yukon Pocahontas Coal Co.
Big Vein Tract No. 9
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Peraac, Inc.
Jewell Saokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

4 ~ 12.6034 Acres - 15.75424 of Unit



CBM V-18A
Well Plat Legend

&N& 458vsc&,383

COlTSOL Inc.
Tract Identifications

Oakwood tiel4 Unit V 1$
VOOI«S 6/ 10/ 15-0556

5. Surface, Oil 4 Gas
Coal

Oil f Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Stella Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 5
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

5 = 0.70 Acres - 0.8754 of Unit

6. Surface, Oil t Gas
Coal

Oil C Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Wyatt Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 5
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

6 2.1593 Acres - 2.69924 of Unit

7. Surfac», Oil C Gas
Coal

Oil t Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Connie Sue Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 32
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Jr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Jewell Smokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

7 0.0658 Acres - 0.0823' of Unit



CBM V-18A
Well Plat Legend

458 &sr& 384

CONSOL Iac.
Tract Xdeatifieatioas

Oakwood tiel4 Uait V ll
VOOI %6/10/1S-OSS6

8. Surface, Oil 4 Gas
Coal

Oil f Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee

Wyatt Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 32
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Zr. ,
Trustees
Hone of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Zewell Saokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

8 ~ 0.0644 Acres - 0.08044 of Unit

9. Surface, Oil 4 Gas
Coal

Oil 4 Gas Lessee
Coal Lessee

Coalbed Methane Lessee ——

Claude Ratliff
Big Axe Tr. 5
Wayles R. Harrison and
Landon R. Wyatt, Zr. ,
Trustees
None of Record
Island Creek Coal Co.
Beatrice Pocahontas Co.
Zevell Saokeless Coal Corp.
Buchanan Production Co.

9 0.61 Acres - 0.76254 of Unit



UNIT V-18
Docket ¹VGOB48I10i154558

Extiiblt 84
Ust of Unleased OwnerslCIaiinants

I. 0IL a GAs FEE owNERsHIP

Tract No. 1, 29.8588 Acres

Acres in Unit Percent of
Unit .

Ofvfsion of Interest ln
3 East 4 East

5.0300% 4.8700%

{1) Dianna Graham
P.O. Box 255
Aylett, VA 23009

Tract No. 2A, 5A283 Acres

(1) ira Gordon RaSff
Rt 2, Box 50
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 28, 0.1783 Acres

29.86 acres 37.32325%

6.78538%

1.87736% 1.81764%

0.33045%

(1) Ira Gordon RaStt
Rt 2, Box 50
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 2C, OM42 Acres

(1) ira Gordon RaSIf
Rt 2, Box 50
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 3, 28.08772 Acres

{1) Connie Sue RaSlf
Rt 2, Box 60
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 5, 0.70 Acres

0.27 acres

28.06 acres

0.22288% 0.01121%

0.34275% 0.01724%

35.07215% 1.78413%

0.01085%

0.01669%

1.7Q801%

(1) Steia RaStf
Rt 2, Box 53
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 8, 2.1593Acres

(1) Wyatt RaSIf
Rt 2, Box49
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 7, 0.0888 Ames

(1) Comic Sue R~
Rt, 2, Box 80
Oakwood, VA 24831

Tract No. 8, 0.0844 Ames

{1) Wyatt RaStf
Rt 2, Box 49
Oakwood, VA 24631

0.70 acres

2.16 acres

0.87500%

2.69913%

0.08225%

0.08050%

0.04401%

0.13577%

0.00414%

0.00405%

0.13145%

Q.00401%

0.00392%
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UNIT V-18
Docket ¹VGO848/10/1 54550

Exhibit B4
List of Unleased Oarners/Claimants

Tract No. 9, 0.61 Acres

Acres in Unit Percent of
Unit

Division of Interest in
3 East 4 East

5.0300% 48700%

(1) Claude L. Raoif
P. O. Box 459
Oakwood, VA 24831

0.61 acres 0.76250% 0.03835% 0.03713%



UNIT V-18
Docket ¹VGOB46I10/15W556

Exhibit E
Ust of Conflicting Owners/Claimants

Tract Mo. 1, 29.8586 Acres

COAL FEE OWNERSHIP

(1) Big Axe Land Company Tr 5
c/o Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.~Buick Sales
Danviiie, YA 24541

OIL S GAS FEE OWNERSHIP

Acres In Unit

29.86 acres

percent of
Unit

37.32325%

Dlvtslon of Interest ln

3 East 4 East
5.0300% 4.8700%

1.81764%

(1) Dianna Graham
P.O. Box 255
Ayiett, YA 23009

Tract No. 2A, 5 4283 Acres

COAL FEE OWNERSHIP

29.86 acres 37.32325% 1.81764%

(1) Big Axe Land Company Tr 5
c/o Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Sales
Danvers, VA 24541

OIL S GAS FEE OWNERSHIP

6.78538% 0.34130% 0.33045%

(1) ira Gordon Ra8IIf
Rt 2, Box50
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 28, 0.1783 Acres

COAL FEE OWNERSHIP

(1) Big Axe Land Company Tr 5
c/o Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Saks
DanviSe, VA 24541

OIL S GAS FEE OWNERSHIP

0.18 acres

6.78538% 0.34130%

0.01121%

0.33045%

0.01085%

{1) Ira Gordon Ra8ilf
Rt 2, Box 50
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 2C, 0.2742 Aoraa

0.18 acres 0.01121% 0.01085%

(1) BIg Axe Land Company Tr 5
c/o Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Sakis
DanviNe, VA 24541

OIL S GAS FEE OWNERSNP

{1) ira Gordon Rs88f
Rt 2, Box 50
Oakwood, VA 24631

0.27 acres

0.27 scree

0.34275%

0.34275%

0.01724% 0.01669%

0.01724% 0.01669%
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UNIT V-18
Docket ¹V608~10l154558

Exhibit E
Uat of Confilcgng DwnerslCIairnanta

Percent of
Unit

Division of Interest In
3 East 4 East

5.0300% 4.5700%

Tract No. 3, 28.05772 Acres

COAL FEE OWNERSHIP

{1) Big Axe Land Company Tr 5
clo Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Sales
Danvile, VA 24541

OIL A I3AS FKE OWNERSHIP

(1) Connie Sue Rail f
Rt 2, Box60
Oakwood, VA 24831

Tract No. 5, 0.70 Acres

COAL FEE OWNERSHIP

28.06 acres

35.07215%

35.07215%

1.76413%

1.76413%

1.70801%

(1) Big Axe Lend Company Tr 5
clo Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Saies
Danvile, VA 24541

OIL A GAS FEE OWNERSHIP

0.70 acres O.87500% 0.04401%

{1) Stela Ra5if
Rt 2, Box53
Oakwood, VA 24631

0.70 acres 0.87500% 0.04401%

COAL FEK OWNERSHIP

(1) Big Axe Land Company Tr 5
clo Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Sales
Danvile, YA 24541

OIL A GAS FEE OWNERSHIP

2.89913% 0.13145%

(1) Wyatt RIalif
Rt 2, Box49
Oakwood, VA 24831

Tact No. 7, 0.0855 Aciaa

COAL FEE OWNERSISP

2.18 acres 2.69913% 0.13577% 0.13145%

(1) Big Axe Land Company Tr 32
clo Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Sales
DenvNe, YA 24541

0.07 acres 0.08225% 0.00414% 0.00401%
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UNIT V-18

Docket ¹VGOB40l10I154558
Exhibit E

Ust of Conflicting OwnerslClaitnants

OIL 8 GAS FEE OWNFRSHIP

Acres In Unit Percent of
Unit

Division of Interest In
3 East 4 East

5.0300% 4.8700%

(1) Connie Sue Ra5IIf
Rt 2, Box60
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 8, 0.0844 Acres

COAL FEE OWNERSHIP

(1) Big Axe Land Company Tr 32
clo Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Sales
Danville, VA 24541

OIL A GAS FEE OWNERSHIP

(1) Wyatt RaSIF
Rt 2, Box49
Oakwood, VA 24631

Tract No. 9, 0.81 Acres

COAL FEE OWNERSHIP

0.07 acres

0.06. acres

0.08225%

0.08050%

0.00414%

0.00405%

0.00405%

0.00392%

(1) Big Axe Land Company Tr 32
clo Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Wyatt Buick Sake
DanvNe, VA 24541

OIL A GAS FEE OWNERSHIP

0.61 acres 0.78250% 0.03835% 0.03713%

(1) Claude L. Rallf
P. O. Box 459O~, VA 24631

0.78250% 0.03835% 0.03713%

Page 3
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VIRGINIA GAS AND OIL BOARD

DOCKET NO. UGOB-96/10/15-0556
EXHIBIT G
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